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According to the Education Coalition, Governor Brown’s budget
proposal is a balanced approach to solving the deficit and it pro-

vides for an extension of temporary revenues our students need and
deserve. The budget proposal acknowledges that during the last dec-
ade other areas of the budget have grown while education funding
has suffered.

While the budget proposal limits cuts to schools in 2011-12, it defers
more than $2 billion in funding owed to schools and students until
2012-13. Over the last several years alone, more than $7 billion in
funding owed to K-12 students has been deferred. Schools now re-
ceive about 80 cents for every dollar promised under state law.

In the last three years alone, funding for schools has been cut by more
than $18 billion, or about $1,900 per student. California continues to be
the 8th largest economy in the world, but our investment in education is
among the lowest compared to other states.

Drastic Cuts have Changed California’s Once Revered Public Education System

Students in school today face a reality much different than even three years
ago. Larger class sizes, fewer support services and fewer courses. Students
also confront a lack of transportation services, shorter school years, outdated
instructional materials, and fewer opportunities to obtain a complete education
that includes the arts, music and athletics.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson has declared a fiscal
emergency for public schools, with 174 of the state’s 1,077 school districts on
the brink of financial disaster in the next three years. Of the state’s 30 largest
school districts, 16 are reducing the number of days in the academic year, accord-
ing to a survey by California Watch. California’s schools rank at the very bottom
of all 50 states in staff-to-student ratios, and California ranks 43™ in
the nation in per-pupil spending. In the last three years, more
than 30,000 teachers and 10,000 other educators have been laid
off.

Investment in Education Must Be a Priority

Voters understand the importance of investing in education as the
foundation of a strong economy and a well-educated workforce.

According to a statewide Public Policy Institute of California poll,
82 percent of Californians oppose reductions in K-12 schools to fix
California’s budget deficit.

An initiative to extend temporary revenues will help prevent further
cuts to schools and students. The Legislative Analyst reports that,
without this extension, funding for schools would fall by more than
$2 billion, or more than $335 per student.



www.montebello.k12.ca.us

