
DO Sign These Coalition Petitions 
CTA and our coalition partners are seeking signatures to place five initiatives  
before California voters. These initiatives respect the values of hard working Cali-
fornians like you and me. If you see these petitions, please sign them. 

 The California Tax Fairness Act of 2005 is a constitutional amendment that 

protects homeowners and offers tax relief for seniors while requiring that big business 
pay its fair share of property taxes.  

 The Cheaper Prescription Drugs for California Act requires 

the state to negotiate directly with drug companies to get real discounts for 
millions of Californians. 

 The Used Car Buyers Bill of Rights allows car buyers to 

get out of a purchase within a three-day period. It also prohibits 
predatory loan practices by car dealers who victimize low-income 
buyers. 

 The Regulation of Energy Initiative requires the Public Utili-

ties Commission to make “best value of ratepayers” its primary goal 
and establish reserve requirements to prevent future blackouts. 

 The Vote Requirements Initiative requires ballot measures 

that impose new “super-majority” vote requirements to be approved by 
the same “super-majority” vote. 

Teachers and Nurses Join Forces to Expose Governors Hypocrisy 
Joining forces, the California Teachers Association and the California Nurses Association today launched a statewide radio ad 
that exposes the hypocrisy of the governor attacking dedicated classroom educators and nurses as "special interests" as he 
rakes in millions of dollars in political donations from big businesses.  
 

"I'm a first-grade teacher and my only agenda is fighting to improve the conditions in my classroom so my kids get every oppor-
tunity they deserve," a teacher says in the ad.  
 

A nurse adds: "Imagine, our governor called nurses 'special interests' after HE stopped the new nurse's staffing law that would 
have improved patient care. But Schwarzenegger doesn't say a word about his own donations from the big drug and insurance 
companies - the real special interests that run Sacramento."  
 

The ad points out to the governor: "Teachers and nurses aren't 'special interests' you need to 'battle,' Governor Schwarzeneg-
ger, they're at the heart of our communities - working to improve our health care and strengthen our local schools."  
 

The 60-second spots run for three weeks in English and Spanish on dozens of radio stations in every major California media 
market. They send a strong message from the 335,000-member CTA and the 60,000-member CNA, the leaders of both unions 
said today.  

 

"Every day, it seems, the governor insults the outstanding work of our public school teachers and nurses by calling them spe-
cial interests," CTA President Barbara E. Kerr said. "Educators are outraged. We are 
proud to stand with nurses in this new radio campaign to say to the governor that our 
only special interests are the students and patients we dedicate our lives to helping."  
 

"It's shameful of the governor to try to vilify as special interests our nurses, who heal 
the sick and vulnerable in our society, and our teachers," said CNA President Debo-
rah Burger, RN. "We are proud to be working together with California's teachers to 
defend our patients, our children, and our communities."  
 

The radio ads can be heard or read on the CTA website and on the CNA website: 
www.calnurse.org. 


